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D
aisies from

 the g
ard

en insp
ire a w

ork 
in p

rog
ress in A

li W
ood

’s Southern 
Tab

leland
s stud

io. FA
C

IN
G

 PA
G

E A
 p

lane 
tree fram

es this view
 of the old farm

house.
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I
t m

ay have taken A
li W

ood nearly half a lifetim
e, but this 

country girl is getting back to the land. “I grew
 up loving 

rural life,” she says of her childhood on a sheep and cattle 
property near Lancelin, 130 kilom

etres north of Perth. “I left 
the farm

 and m
oved to the city at 18, but I think I w

as alw
ays 

unconsciously hankering for a reunion.”
A

round 30 years later and on the other side of the 
continent, the reunion is w

ell underw
ay near N

SW
’s 

B
raidw

ood. A
t just 45 hectares this farm

 is not quite on the 
sam

e scale as the 2600-hectare property of her youth, but 
the old house of rendered brick w

ith w
ide verandahs and 

a tin roof feels like hom
e. (“T

here’s nothing better than the 
sound of rain on a tin roof,” A

li declares.)
A

fter beginning a nursing career in Perth, A
li m

et and 
m

arried B
rian H

older, an IT
 m

anager, and raised tw
o sons 

E
lliot, now

 21, and H
enry, 18. She m

oved into fashion, 
running her ow

n label in W
A

 for years, w
hile developing 

a serious interest in painting —
 and w

hen the fam
ily m

oved  
to Sydney’s N

orth Shore in 2000, city life seem
ed to have 

taken a firm
 hold. B

ut then chance took a hand…
“W

e’d been visiting friends in the B
raidw

ood area for 
years, staying w

ith them
 at their property in R

eidsdale. 
Just four years ago they m

entioned that the little farm
 

next door w
as for sale. Joking, they said it w

ould be  
fun if w

e bought it.” 
So an inspection w

as organised —
 and A

li and B
rian 

im
m

ediately fell in love w
ith the house, the garden and the 

stunning view
s of the G

reat D
ividing R

ange and the A
raluen 

V
alley. “For the w

eeks and m
onths follow

ing, I couldn’t  
get it out of m

y m
ind,” A

li says. A
nd finally, in A

ugust,  
2011, w

hen they drove up the long w
inding drive w

ith the  
front-door key, there w

as no need to think of anything else.
T

hat w
eek, A

li stayed on by herself and w
hitew

ashed 
the interior from

 end to end —
 “it had been painted 

a m
ishm

ash of colours. A
fter that I had a ball furnishing 

it w
ith op-shop finds that just needed a little love, and 

som
e pieces bought from

 a friend w
ho w

as dow
nsizing. 

I love recycling things…
” >
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C
LO

C
K

W
ISE, FRO

M
 TO

P LEFT A
li finds som

e 
plein-air inspiration; the w

orkshop w
as built 

from
 recycled m

aterials by the previous 
ow

ner; som
e of the short-horn Lim

ousins. 
FA

C
IN

G
 PA

G
E “I sw

apped a painting for the 
table and the chairs are from

 V
innies,” says 

A
li, w

hose oil painting A
s I W

ent O
ut O

ne 
M

orning hangs on the w
all behind.
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See m
ore C

ountry Style bedroom
s at 

hom
elife.com

.au/country-bedroom
s
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“T
he idea w

as to m
ake it a hom

e aw
ay from

 hom
e rather 

than just a w
eekender, w

hich w
as a very satisfying creative 

process. For the first year w
e w

ere constantly dragging a trailer 
full of goodies to the farm

 —
 I am

 a bit of a bow
erbird!” A

li’s 
artw

ork is the unifying factor that links the assorted goodies, 
and painting absorbs m

ore and m
ore of her tim

e.
H

er favourite space is the sitting room
, w

ith its double-sided 
stone fireplace and spectacular outlook. “T

he view
 from

 the 
large picture w

indow
 is w

hat sold the property to us,” A
li says. 

“T
his is really the heart of the hom

e; w
e love nothing better 

than settling in, glass of w
ine in hand by the roaring fire, 

w
atching the light change as the sun sets.”
T

he garden has also brought A
li m

uch joy. “W
e have 

added trees, including w
eeping cherries, forest pansies, 

crabapples, snow
ball viburnum

, and the latest garden bed is 
all purples —

 lavender, buddleia and dw
arf crepe m

yrtles.” 
M

eanw
hile, there are som

e 40 A
ngus and short-horn 

Lim
ousin cross cattle to care for. A

lthough A
li and B

rian can 
leave the day-to-day care w

ith a m
anager w

ho looks after five 
farm

s in the district, they don’t sit back and w
atch after the 

three-hour drive from
 Sydney. “W

e’re very hands on,” A
li 

insists. “W
e’re in there doing the fencing, w

hatever…
”

A
nd they’re there in all w

eather. W
hile m

uch of  
A

ustralia is accustom
ed to the seasons being a show

 w
ith 

just tw
o acts, this region has m

ore to offer. “B
eing from

 
W

estern A
ustralia, I’m

 relishing the changes I see over  
the year in a cold-clim

ate garden,” A
li says. “W

inter has 
frosty m

ornings and beautiful fogs —
 I’m

 often seen in  
the paddocks taking photos w

hile still in m
y pyjam

as!” 
A

li confesses that the pull of the country is getting 
stronger: “I spend as m

uch tim
e as possible there —

 B
rian 

says w
hen I’m

 in the city I just w
ant to be at the farm

.  
T

he farm
 has been a hom

ecom
ing. A

part from
 being 

inspired artistically, I love the physicality of our life  
dow

n here and the thrill of realising a dream
. A

t the end  
of a long day in the paddocks, there’s a feeling that w

e’ve 
achieved som

ething tangible and m
eaningful.” *

To see m
ore of A

li’s w
ork, visit aliw

oodart.com
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A
 basket from

 A
rm

chair C
ollective in Sydney’s 

M
ona Vale has been turned into a lam

pshad
e. 

The quilt and pillow
 covers are from

 B
ed 

B
ath’N

 Table w
hile the cushions are also 

from
 A

rm
chair C

ollective. FA
C

IN
G

 PA
G

E, 
C

LO
C

K
W

ISE, FRO
M

 TO
P LEFT The sun sets 

as A
li and Louis the spaniel take a w

alk;  
still-life Sw

eet D
ream

s stands besid
e  

real-life bloom
s; “W

e put in a bird house  
for the little blue w

rens —
 but I don’t  

think they’re interested!”


